AUSONIUS and MOSELLA

Quis color ille vadis, seras cum propulit umbras.

Hesperus et viridi perfudit monte Mosel/am!;
fota natant crispis iuga motibus et fremit absens
pampinus et vitreis vindemia turget in undis.

Decimus Magnus Ausonius

What colour are they now, thy quiet waters?
The evening star has brought the evening light,
And filled the river with the green hillside;

The hill-tops waver in the rippling water,
Trembles the absent vine and swells the grape
In thy clear crystal. "Mosella", line 192;

translation from =« . s Mediaeval Latin Lyrics

« Born in Burdigala ¢ 310 AD to Gallo-Roman parents ; his father was a doctor
« Educated in grammar and rhetoric at the university of Bordeaux, then in Toulouse, where

his uncle was a professor

« Trained as an advocate, but preferred teaching
. rofessor of rhetoric at Bordeaux for about 30 years. Attracted many pupils, most famous

was Paulinus, later Bishop of Nola

« In the 360s, the Emperor, Valentinian, invited him to - - to teach his son Gratian. Held in

affection and respect by father and son.

- Wrote Mosella c 370, in praise of the river Moselle

+ 375 Gratian became Emperor and showered Ausonius and his family with honours Ausonius
was made Praetorian Prefect of Gaul. In 379 he became consul.

» 383 Gratian assassinated. Ausonius retired to his nidus senectutis near Bordeaux and

wrote poetry.

- His work ranged from Christian hymns and elegies on deceased relations to translations
from the Greek Anthology and centos from Virgil.

- Died c 394

The last Latin poet?

Roman culture continued to flourish in fourth century Gaul. The province enjoyed peace and
considerable prosperity and six of its cities possessed famous schools of oratory. Ausonius’ poems
contain many echoes of Virgil and other classical poets. But the world was changing:

. Christianity was now the official religion of the Empire (Ausonius was a Christian, but few

of his poems refiect this)

- The Empire was first split between east and west in the 360s and divided finally in 395.

The first French poet? His appreciation of nature's beauty foreshadows later romantic poets

A bad poet?

The poetical fame of Ausonius condemns the taste of his age (Edward Gibbon).
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